ABSTRACT . Casearia espiritosantensis R. Marquete & Mansano, a new species of Salicaceae from Espírito Santo, Brazil, is described and illustrated here. This species is similar to the widespread C. decandra Jacq. in having fasciculate inflorescences, lanceolate or elliptic-lanceolate leaves, and 10 stamens. The new species differs by being a shrub and having smaller stipules, anthers with apical glands, hirsute ovaries, and clavate stigmas. Other diagnostic aspects of C. espiritosantensis are the sparsely serrate leaf margins and the stipules with glands at the base of the adaxial surface.
Casearia Jacq. (Salicaceae, formerly Flacourtiaceae) is a pantropical genus distributed in Africa and Central and South America with ca. 180 species. It occurs in varied habitats, including the Atlantic rainforest, savanna, and seasonal semideciduous forest, and is most diverse in Central and South America where 75 species have been found (Sleumer, 1980; Castillo-Campos & Abreo, 2003) . According to Sleumer (1980) in his treatment for the Flora Neotropica, 45 species occur in Brazil. In his treatment, Sleumer (1980) described 15 new species from Brazil and made some synonymizations; he based his classification of species on the work of Eichler (1871). Since then, increased field activity in Brazil has revealed new taxa that need to be described. The new species described here can be recognized in particular by its sparsely serrate leaf margins and the stipules with glands evident at the base of the adaxial surface. Shrub, ca. 3 m tall; trunk with bark smooth, grayish brown; branches tomentose, basally glabrescent and apically densely tomentose, brown. Stipules 2.5-3 3 ca. 0.25 mm, subulate, persistent, with claviform glands on the adaxial surface; leaves alternate, simple, with the petiole 2-3 m, terete, hirsute, slender; blades 3-5.2 3 1.6-2.2 cm, chartaceous, lanceolate or elliptic-lanceolate, abaxial surface sparsely villose, with the nerves villose, adaxial surface sparsely villose only on the primary vein, apex long-acuminate to acuminate, base acute, margin sparsely serrate, marginal teeth ca. 0.4 mm, more frequent in the upper half of the leaf blade, pellucid punctations minute and lateral veins in 4 ascending pairs, the other veins forming a dense reticulation, prominent on the abaxial surface. Inflorescences in fascicles, each fasciculate unit 4(to 9)-flowered; bracts ca. 1 mm, at the pedicel base, coriaceous, entire, glabrous, the stigma white, clavate, entire, hirsute.
Casearia espiritosantensis
Distribution and habitat. Casearia espiritosantensis occurs in the Atlantic rainforest in Brazil, at altitudes from 600 to 700 m.
IUCN Red List category. Although the new species was found in a protected area, it should be considered Critically Endangered (CR) according to IUCN Red List criteria (2001) because of its narrow geographical distribution and the small number of herbarium specimens that have been located.
Etymology. The specific epithet espiritosantensis refers to the state of Espírito Santo, Brazil, where the species is endemic.
Relationships. Casearia espiritosantensis is similar to C. decandra Jacq. by its fasciculate inflorescences, leaf shape, and number of sepals. It differs from C. decandra by being a shrub (vs. tree) and having smaller stipules that have glands at the anther apex (lacking in C. decandra), a hirsute ovary (vs. villose in C. decandra), and clavate stigmas (vs. capitate in C. decandra). Further morphological comparison of these two species can be found in Table 1 . The new species is endemic to the state of Espírito Santo, Brazil, while C. decandra has a wide distribution in the Neotropics.
In Brazil, C. decandra occurs from north to south in different habitats (Marquete, 2001 
